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features it possessed before Fascism. The changes brought about
by the reforms of Gentile and Bottai were on the whole in the
line of normal evolution. Unless the principles of a State educa-
tional system, namely, compulsory and free education for children
up to at least ten or eleven years of age, a final check on private
schools, a variety of types of secondary schools, and a prevalent
humanist attitude are to be changed, the vast majority of educa-
tional institutions existing in Italy \n\\ be able to continue their
life after Fascism The disappearance of the Fascist Party and
organizations will not leave any empty space in the schools. It
will be necessary to revise the curricula of the secondary schools,
especially those of history and economics. The school books for
the elementary schools will have to be completely rewritten, and
the quite good tradition of children's school books, interrupted
in 1929, will have to be restored. The books for the secondary
schools may need revision; but a great number of them remained
unaffected by Fascism. Many teachers in elementary schools
will find it difficult to give a different turn to their lessons,
especially so long as they have to deal with the same children
who started life in the Fascist organizations. A number of them
will feel it their duty to keep alive the tradition and hopes of
Fascism. In small towns and villages where the teachers had a
political position as well it may be difficult to, bring them into
line with a new order of things In secondary schools and
universities the 'change-over will not be difficult. The dis-
appearance of political organizations, especially those for youth,
will call for a great deal of activity to give young people an oppor-
tunity for physical training, which is the thing they hked in the
GIL and G U F Very much had already been done on these
lines before Fascism; but it is certain that many more people are
now interested in sports and physical training, and it is through
this channel that Fascism appealed to a great number of people.
A particularly delicate point is that of physical education in the
schools. The teachers came mainly from the Fascist Academies
of Rome and Orvieto, and earned most extreme views and
methods into the schools. It may prove necessary to revise the
position of many of them.                                       .
There will be many big problems to be solved in order to
improve Italian education. Perhaps the biggest problem will
not be that of ' de-Fascistmtion . The need for a decree: or a
school certificate of some kind dominates the minds of students
and of Sir famiUes too much. The immense increase m
students at secondary schools and universities (there were
coo university students in 1942) has resulted more from
im^c?o7a degree for getting a post in industry, trade,